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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 10 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. For claims 10 and 21 , "said shoulders" and "said 

depending detent members" lack antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hennessy. Hennessy teaches a pallet assembly (Fig. 1) comprising a metal base 
member (1,3,4,6) and a removable plastic deck member (7) joined to the base member 
via interlocking means (curved portions of 7 and 6) positioned within the perimeter of 
the assembly. The deck member having a flat load receiving surface. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fowler. 
Fowler teaches a pallet assembly (Fig. 1) comprising a metal base member (23; column 
3, lines 48-56 wherein it is stated that the network could be made of metal) and a 
removable plastic deck member (7; column 3, lines 48-53) joined to the base member 
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via means (column 5, lines 53-62), some positioned within the perimeter of the 
assembly. The deck member also has a flat load receiving surface and the base 
member has a flat upper surface, rods/bars (see definition attachment wherein a rod 
need not be cylindrical but can also be a "bar*) which make up the structure and 
apertures formed in between the rods/bars. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-7 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Fowler in view of Skoff. As stated above, Fowler teaches the limitations of the 

pallet assembly of claim 1 including a metal base with apertures and a plastic deck 

member. For claims 2-7 and 1 1 , Fowler fails to specifically teach interlocking means, 

i.e. lug members and apertures, that connect the base and member together. Skoff 

teaches a base (10; Fig. 2) with rods/bars (12,16,28) and apertures that attaches to a 

top member (76) via lugs (78,80) on the bottom portion of the member which extend 

through a respective aperture and connect to an adjacent bar/rod (86,84,87). It would 

have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 

the pallet assembly of Fowler by adding lug members on the bottom portion of the deck 

member (at various locations corresponding to various apertures/rods), such as is 
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taught by Skoff, to provide a specific means for attaching the member and base 
together in a secure but removable manner. 

Claims 15-18 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fowler in view of Skoff. Fowler teaches a pallet assembly (Fig. 1 ) comprising a 
metal base member (23; column 3, lines 48-56 wherein it is stated that the network 
could be made of metal) and a removable plastic deck member (7; column 3, lines 48- 
53) joined to the base member via means (column 5, lines 53-62), some positioned 
within the perimeter of the assembly. The deck member also has a flat load receiving 
surface and the base member has a flat upper surface, rods/bars (see definition 
attachment wherein a rod need not be cylindrical but can also be a "bar") which make 
up the structure and apertures formed in between the rods/bars. For claims 1 5-1 8 and 
22, Fowler fails to specifically teach interlocking means, i.e. lug members and apertures, 
that connect the base and member together. Skoff teaches a base (10; Fig. 2) with 
rods/bars (12,16,28) and apertures that attaches to a top member (76) via lugs (78,80) 
on the bottom portion of the member which extend through a respective aperture and 
connect to an adjacent bar/rod (86,84,87). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the pallet assembly of 
Fowler by adding lug members on the bottom portion of the deck member (at various 
locations corresponding to various apertures/rods), such as is taught by Skoff, to 
provide a specific means for attaching the member and base together in a secure but 
removable manner. 
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Claims 12 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fowler in view of Skoll as applied to claims 2-7, 11,15-18 and 22 above, and 
further in view of Munroe. As stated above, Fowler in view of Skoff teaches the 
limitations of the pallet assembly of claims 1-4 and 15, including a metal base with 
apertures and plastic deck member. For claims12 and 23 , Fowler in view of Skoff fails 
to teach a product receiving cavity in the plastic deck member. Munroe teaches a 
plastic deck member with product receiving cavities (44). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the pallet assembly 
of Fowler in view of Skoff by adding at least one cavity therein, such as is taught by 
Munroe (corresponding to one of the apertures in the base), to provide a means for 
holding an article on the deck member, preventing lateral shifting thereof, etc. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8, 9, 13, 14, 19, 20, 24, and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 10 and 21 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 26-33 are allowed. (The allowable subject matter being the pallet 
assembly including a metal base with apertures and a plastic deck member with 
depending lug members which are situated in respective apertures. The upper surface 
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of the base comprises a plurality of spaced structural members which define the width 
of the apertures. The depending lug members each comprise at least one detent 
member, wherein the width of the depending lug members in a direction containing the 
at least one detent member is greater than the corresponding width of the apertures in 
the upper surface of the metal base member in such direction.) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janet M. Wilkens whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (703) 308-2486. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Wilkens 

December 6, 2004 



JANET M. WILKENS 
PRIMARY EXAMINFP 




I roll 

rock-ribbed (rok'rfbd') adj. 1. Having rocks or rock out- 
cropping*. 2. Stern and unyielding. 

rock-rose (rdk'roz') n. Any of various plants or shrubs or 
the genus Helianthemum and related genera, having rosclike 
yellow, white, or reddish flowers. 

rock salt n. Common salt, essentially sodium chloride, oc- 
curring in large solid masses. 

rock-shaft (rok'shaft') n. A shaft that oscillates or rocks 

upon its bearings but does not revolve, 
rock-weed (rok'wed) n. Any of several coarse, brownish 

seaweeds of the genera Funis and Ascophyllum that grow on 

rocks in coastal areas. 

rock-work (rok'wurk') n 1,A natural mass of rocks 
2. Stonework imitating >he irregular surface of natural 

rock-v 1 (rok'i) adj. -1-er, -l-est. 1. Consisting of, containing, 
or abounding in rock or rocks. 2. Resembling or suggesting 
rock; firm or hard. 3. Marked by obstructions or difficul- 
ties* the rocky road to success. — rock'i ness n. 

rock-y* (rdk'fi) adj. -l-er, -i-est. 1. Inclined or prone to sway 
or totter; unsteady or shaky. 2. Weak, dizzy, or nauseated. 
— rockl-ness n. 

Rocky Mountain goat n. The mountain goat. 

Rocky Mountain sheep n. The bighorn. . . . 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever n. An acute infectious dis- 
ease caused by a microorganism, Rickettsia rickettsu, trans- 
mitted by ticks, characterized by muscular pains, high fever, 
and skin eruptions, and endemic throughout North Amer- 
ica 

ro-co-co (re-ko'kd, r6'k>ko') adj. I.Of or relating to an 
artistic style originating in 18th-century France and charac- 
terized by fanciful asymmetric ornamentation. 2. bxces- 
sively elaborate; ornate. 3. Mus. Of or relating to an 
18th-century style immediately following the baroque in 
Europe, —n. Rococo style or work. (Fr., alteration of ro- 



curopc. — n. ivwav »ij.v — -■ i- - 

caille, ro^kwnrk < roc, roc k, var. of roche < OFr 

-O^TrOaTa 1. A straight, thin piece or bar or mi . 

as metal or wood. 2. A shoot or stem cut from or growing as 
part of a woody plant. 3. a. A stick or bundle of sticks used 
for whipping, b. Punishment; correction. 4. A fishing rod. 
5 A scepter or staff symbolizing power or authonty; wand. 
6. Power or dominion, csp. of a tyrannical nature. 7. A 
metal bar in a machine: a piston rod. 8. A measuring stick. 
9. A leveling rod. 10. A lightning rod. 11. A divining rod 

12 a. A linear measure equal to 5.5 yards, 16.5 feet, or 5.03 
meters, b. A unit of measure equal to 30.25 square yards. 

13 Anat. Any of various rod-shaped cells in the retina that 
respond to dim light. 14. Microbiol. An elongated microor- 
ganism. 15. Slang. A pistol or revolver. 16. A drawbar un- 

Vder a freigh t car. [ME rodd < OE.] ■ ■ 

rode (rod) V. Past tuisc uf iius: 

ro-dent (rod'nt) n. Any of various mammals of the order 
Rodentia, such as a mouse, rat, squirrel, or beaver, charac- 
terized by large incisors adapted for gnawing or nibbling. 
— adj. 1. Gnawing. 2. Of or pertaining to rodents. (< NLat. 
Rodentia. order name < Lat. rodens, pr.part. of rodere, to 

ro^den-tl-cide (ro-den'ti-sld') n. An agent used to kill ro- 

roSe-o (ro'dS-d\ ro-da'o) n., pi. -os. 1. A cattle roundup. 
2. An enclosure for keeping cattle that have been rounded 
up 3. A competition in which cowboys display skills such 
as riding broncos or lassoing. [Sp. < rodear, to surround < 
Lat. rotare, to rotate < rota, wheel.] 

rod-o-mon-tade also rhod-o-mon-tade (rod a-mdn-tad , 
-tad' ro'd*-) n. Pretentious boasting or bragging; bluster. 
—adj. Pretentiously boastful or bragging. —mfr. v. -tad-ed, 
-tadHng, -tades. To boast or brag; blusteT. (OFr. < Oltal. 
rodomontada < Rodomonte, a character in Orlando Innamo- 
rata, by Matteo Boiardo (1434-1494).] ^ 

roe' (ro) n. 1 . The egg-laden ovary of a fish. 2. The egg mass 
of certain crustaceans, such as the lobster. 3. Soft roe. [ME 

roe* (ro) n. The roe deer. (ME ro < OE ml 
roe-buck (rt/buk') n. A male roe deer. • 
roe deer n. A rather small, delicately formed Eurasian deer, 

Capreoius capreoius, having a brownish coat and short, 

branched antlers in the male. 

roent-gen also ront-gen (rtnt'gan, -jan, runt -) n. Physics. 
An obsolete unit of radiauon dosage equal to the quantity 
of ionizing radiauon that will produce one electrostatic unit 
of electricity in one cubic centimeter of dry air at 0 C and 
standard atmospheric pressure. (After Wilhelm Konrad 
Roentgen (1845-1923).] — roenfgen adj. 

roent-gen«lze (rent'g*-mz\ runt'-) tr.v. -tzed, -lz-lng, -li- 
es. To subject to the action of x-rays. 

roentgeno- pre/. X-ray: roentgenography. [< roentgen.) 

roent-gen-o-gram (rfnt'g3-m>-gram', runt-) also 

roent-geiwgraph (-graf) n. A photograph made with 

roent^eivo-graph (rent'ga-na-graT, -j»-, runt'-) n. A roent- 
genogr&m. , 

roent-gen-og-ra-phy (rent'ga-nog'ra-ft, -j»-, runt',) n. Pho- 
tography with the use of x-rays. — roenTgen-o-greph'lc 
(-n^-graflk) adj. — roerrt'gen-o-graprnc-aHy adv. 

roenHjeivol-o-gy (rent'g>n6rVjC, runt'-) n. Radiology 
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with x-rays. — roent'g- 
log'l-cal adj. — roent'gei 
gist n. 

roe nt-gen-o- scope (ren 
roscope. — roent'gen-o- 
os'co-py (-nos'ka-pa) n. 

roentgenotherapy » 
The therapeutic use of 

Roentgen ray a. An x-i 

ro-ga-tion (ro-ga'shan) / 
prayer or supplication. 
Rogation Day. 2. a. Tl 
consul to the people i 
rejection, b. A law proj 
< Lat. rogatio < rogare. 

Rogation Day n. Ecch 
preceding Ascension D 

ro-ga-to-ry (rd'ga-tdr'e. 
questioning. IFr. rogai 
rogare, to ask.l 

rog-er (rdj'ar) interj. Us 
cate that a message ha 
code word for the lette 
rogue (rdg) n. 1 . An u 
person who is playfull; 
wandering beggar; va^ 
mal, csp. an elephant t) 
5. An organism, esp. 
variation from a stanc 
— tr. 1.To defraud. 2 
specimens) from a gr- 
— intr. To remove un 
known.] 

rogu*er*y (rd'ga-re) n., 
a rogue. 2. A mischiev 
rogues' gallery n. A 
maintained in police 1 
tions. 

rogu-lsh (ro'glsh) adj. 
fully mischievous. — rc 
roil (roil) v. rolled, roil- 
muddy or cloudy by st 
disturb; vex. — intr. T< 
lion. (Orig. unknown.) 
roil-y (roile) adj. -l-er, 
rois-ter (roi'star) intr.v. 
boisterous merrymaki 
blustering manner; sv 
< OFr. rust re, ruffiar 
rustic < rus, country.] 
ro-la-mite (rola-mlt') / 
hard cylindrical rolle 
straints with a flexibl 
them in which the rolh 
constraints with very \ 
tions. (rol(l) + <tmi 
Ro-land (ro'land, ro-1 
Christians and nephe- 
against the Saracens : 
role also rdle (rol) n. 
actor in a dramatic p 
expected social behav 
position. (Fr. role < 
rotula, little wheel, dh 
role model n. An in- 
particular behavioral 
role-play (rol'pla') v. - 
the part of; act out. • 
rotMng (rdl'f Ing, rdl'; 
muscular manipulate 
both bodily and en 
1979).] 
roll (rdl) v. rolled, roll 
along a surface by r 
turning over. 2. To tr 

3. To travel around 

4. a. To travel or be c 
a stream: The logs rot 
momentum: The poll 
by; elapse: 77ie day 
move as if in cycles: 
move in a periodic rt 
turn over and over: 7 
the eyes usually qui 
with fright. 11. To tu 
axis. 12. To advance 
late: 77ie waves rollec 
to extend in gentle i 
1 4. To move or rod 
walk with a swayin 
shape of a ball or cyl 
flattened by or as if 
make a deep, prolon 
make a sustained, t. 
beat a drum in a co 
pour or flow in a cor. 



aprnt/lp^/arctte/afiiher/bbib/chctott/ddeed/eiiet/ebe/frifB/ggag/ 
j judge /k kick /lUd, needle / m mum / n no, sudden / ng thing / 6 pot / 6 toe / 6 paw, fc 



